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SMA offers relief  
(RCW 90.58.580) 

 Applies in cities and urban growth areas. 
 

 Substantial Development Permits not 
required.  
 

 Doesn’t apply if restoration = mitigation. 

 



Green Shorelines, City of Seattle  



Relief process 

 Property owners:  File with local government as 
part of required permit. 
 

 Local government:  If approve, send permit to 
Ecology for approval. 
 

 Ecology: Provide 20-day notice to interested 
parties, post on web site, before approval. 

 



Criteria for relief 

 “Application of shoreline master program 
regulations would preclude or interfere with 
use of the property permitted by local 
development regulations, thus presenting a 
hardship to the project proponent.” 

 (RCW 90.58.580(1)(a)(ii) 



Criteria for relief 

 
 Minimum necessary to 

relieve hardship.  
 

 Net environmental 
benefit from restoration.  
 

 Consistent with 
objectives of restoration 
project  and local SMP.  
 
 
 

Martha Washington Park, Seattle  



Downtown Port Angeles 
Waterfront and Transportation Improvement Plan 



SMPs apply 

 SMPs regulate potential restoration areas 
and uplands. 

 Environment designations needed. 

 Policies and regulations apply until relief is 
approved by local government & Ecology. 

 

 



SMP updates 

 Good time to think 
about this: 

 Restoration 
projects (required 
thinking!) 

 Potential problems 
for development. 

 Martha Washington Park, Seattle 



SMP updates 

 No Ecology public notice required if SMP or 
restoration plan identifies: 

 Specific restoration project. 

 Shoreline reach where “relief” is appropriate. 
 

 Address in SMP – be consistent with SMA 



Find it here 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/shorelines/smp/toolbox/process/task4.1.h
tml 
 


